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ABOUT THIS CD:
The Book:
Originally published as a four volume set by the Dominion Publishing Company in 1931, a fifth volume was added 
in 1932.  The binding and format of the fifth volume is identical to that of the previous four and no explanation is 
offered for the delay in its release.  It is however,  just like volumes 3 and 4, solely a collection of additional biogra-
phies, so the possibility exists that it contains submissions which were received too late to be included in the previ-
ous year’s issue.

The History:
According to Col. William Wood, the editor in chief of this book, This is, "… the first which has ever taken the 
whole Province,  Past and Present, as its theme."  This claim is even more surprising considering the relatively recent 
publication date of 1931.  On the other hand the magnitude of the task which William undertook with such spec-
tacular results may well have defeated previous attempts.  The History section of this book runs to almost 1300 
pages of text and illustration and has been packaged as two volumes - although it reads as a single contiguous work.
I should hasten to add that William did not attempt this mammoth task on his own but called for contributions from 
tens of expert historians and authors, many of whose contributions can be found as chapters carrying their own "by 
line."  This has resulted in a history written by the experts in the particular subject of their speciality.  In his editing 
William has been at pains to present the story from both the British, French and Quebecois perspective so that the 
reader can obtain a complete and rounded view of the events forming the Province.
* "Quebecois" is used here to identify someone who considers Quebec to be his "home" as opposed to someone liv-
ing in Quebec but considered himself an immigrant or visitor from some other nation.
There might be a tendency while writing such a work to concentrate only on the overall story of the Province's de-
velopment but this is certainly not the case here.  In addition to the "big picture" history there are separate,  detailed, 
accounts of the history of both Quebec City and of Montreal, of the Regions and of many individual subjects such as 
Banking, Church and State, Business,  the Churches, Education, etc.  The list of the individual topics covered is best 
explored by reviewing the Table of Contents which we have placed in a sampler and made available on our web site 
for your review.
The written details of the history are bought to life by many clear and detailed illustrations, nearly all taken from 
photographs and beautifully reproduced.  If you are looking for a comprehensive history of the Province of Quebec 
then look no further, you  have found it!

The Biographies:
 The biographies comprise fully 3 of the total five volumes in this set and the complete index of biographies in 
volume 5 provides guided access to over 9,000 individual names - being members of more than 1,500 families.  We 
have, however, noticed that the index is not exhaustive. It provides entries for only those having the same family 
name as the main subject,  but not for others related to the family by marriage, and so appear in the biographies 
bearing their own family name.  Use of the computer search facility is strongly recommended, although human 
reading is always also suggested as a final resort.
 While the words “biographies” and “families” have been used above, to be strictly correct there are a few entries 
which carry the history of prominent organizations and companies.  The overwhelming majority of entries are, how-
ever, of families and individuals.
 In addition to the written biographical / historical details there are approximately 350 full page, high quality,  por-
traits of the biographical subjects.
 It is impossible to categorize in a few words those families who’s biographies appear in this great resource.  They 
come from many walks, professions and backgrounds.  It would seem evident however that they were families proud 
of their position in society and of their success.  We have abstracted the names from the book's composite index and 
listed them in a file which you may freely access from our web sites "Downloads" page so you can check for the 
presence of your ancestors.  Don't forget, though, that there are many names in the text that do not appear in the 
index so check for pre-marriage names as well.
 The history section of this book contains both a Table of Contents and an Index while the biographies section con-
tains an index of the primary family names. Both these features of the original book make the contents accessible 
but our CD reproduction has made access even more convenient because it is now completely computer searchable, 
and even this access has been enhanced because we have enabled out FastFind technology so your searches can be 
completed in mere seconds.
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FOREWORD

THERE is no way to show clearly to the reader, whose interest
in the history of the Province has not led him to attempt
connected research of his own, the extreme difficulties that

have been encountered and surmounted in the present volumes.
To the expert, the magnitude of the task is plain. I t must suffice
to state that the work represents a truly remarkable bit of pioneering
in the field of historical research, compilation, and publishing, and
that those responsible for its various sections, Colonel Wood, Dr.
Atherton, Mr. Conklin, and the contributors whose names head their
chapters, are deserving of high praise for the diligence, scholarship,
and fine ability with which they discharged their obligations. Im-
portant and most helpful were the services rendered by the Advisory
Council, whose members were as follows: His Honour M. N.
Perodeau, LL.D.; Hon. L. A. Taschereau, LL.D.; Hon. Joseph E.
Caron; Hon. A. Galipeault, C.R., T.C., LL.D.; Hon. Athanase
David, LL.B., K . C ; C. J. Simard; Pierre-Georges Roy, M.S.R.C.;
Arthur Sauve, M.L.A.; Hon. Adelard Turgeon, C.V.O., C.M.G.;
Cyrille F. Delage, Litt. D., LL.D., M.S.R.C.; Monseigneur Camille
Roy, Protonotaire Apostolique, LL.L., Ph.D., M.S.R.C.; Hon.
Thomas Chapais, LL.L., LL.D., L.H.D., M.S.R.C.; Hon. Frank
Carrel; Rt. Hon. Sir Charles Fitzpatrick, P.C., G.C.M.G., B.C.L.;
Rt. Reverend L. W. Williams, M.A., D.D.; Sir George Garneau,
LL.D., B.A. Sc.; J. C. Sutherland, B.A.; Edouard-Z. Massicotte,
LL.B., M.S.R.C.; Sir Frederick Williams-Taylor, LL.D.; Charles
Ernest Neill, LL.D.; Sir Charles Blair Gordon, G.B.E.; Maude E. S.
Abbott, B.A., M.D.C.M.; Archibald Maxwell Edington; Major W.
H. Petry; George F. Wright; Oswald Mayrand, B.L.; General Sir
Arthur William Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., LL.D.; William D.
Lighthall, K .C, F.R.S.C, F.R.S.L.; Hon. Edouard Fabre Surveyer;
Rev. G. Abbott-Smith, D.D., D.C.L.; Edward Wentworth Beatty,
B.A., LL.D., K . C ; Rev. Daniel J. Fraser, M.A., D.D., LL.D.; Rev.
David L. Ritchie, D.D.; Rev. Canon H. A. Scott, Th. D., Litt. D.,
M.S.R.C.; Cyrus Macmillan, M.A., Ph.D.

With confidence in the value of these volumes and with deep
satisfaction in their successful completion, they are placed before
the reading public of the Province by

T H E PUBLISHERS.
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with head offices in Montreal and a factory at La-
chine, Quebec, and to the affairs of this company he
has since devoted his brilliant business talents with
marked success. Mr. Paradis is also a director of
the Quebec, Saguenay and Shay Lake Railway, and
a director of the Canadian Trancontinental Airways
Ltd.

Politically, Mr. Paradis supports the principles and
candidates of the Liberal party, and since 1908 he
has been a chief Liberal organizer in the Province of
Quebec. From 1907 to 1912, he was editor of the
Quebec City paper "La Viegie," and since 1916, he
has been a member of the Legislative Council of the
Province. On December 15, 1927, Mr. Paradis was
called to the Senate. During the period of the World
War, he was active in various governmental activi-
ties, serving as president of the Victory Loan Com-
mittee, Quebec District, and as president of the
Canadian Patriotic Fund. Mr. Paradis is a member
of the Garrison Club, of Quebec; the Engineers Club,
of Montreal, and the Montreal Reform Club. During
the years 1915 and 1916, he also served as president
of the Canadian Club. Mr. Paradis finds relaxation
in his leisure moments in hunting and fishing. He
and his family worship in the faith of the Roman
Catholic church.

Philippe Jacques Paradis married Emma Fraser,
and of this marriage there are three children, one
son and two daughters. The family home is situated
at No. 33 Laporte Street, Quebec.

MARIE PIERRE ARTHUR VALLEE, M.D.—
On both his parents' sides a member of old and
prominent French-Canadian families, Dr. Vallee has
been for some two decades one of the leading phy-
sicians and medical teachers in Quebec. In both of
these respects he is following in the footsteps of his
late father. Since 1907 a member and secretary of
the Medical Faculty of Laval University, he has made
valuable contributions to that institution's modern
development. He is widely known as a pathologist
and bacteriologist, and his high standing in his pro-
fession has found official recognition at various times
on the part of several organizations, of which he is
a member and which have honoured him by election
to high office. His deep interest in history has led
him to make exhaustive investigations in that field,
which at times have resulted in the publication of
several articles and one book, the latter receiving
several prizes.

Marie Pierre Arthur Vallee was born in Quebec,
November 5, 1882, a son of the late Dr. Arthur and
Honorine (Chauveau) Vallee. His father was for
many years one of the leading physicians of Quebec,
superintendent of Beauport Asylum, and a professor
at Laval University. His mother is the daughter of
the late Hon. P. J. 0. Chauveau, who was the first
Prime Minister of the Province of Quebec after the
Confederation. Dr. Vallee was educated at the Quebec
Seminary and then entered the Medical School of
Laval University, from which he graduated in 1905
with the degree of M.D. In order to prepare himself
still further for his professional activities, he then
went abroad and took post-graduate courses at the
College de France and at the Pasteur Institute in
Paris. Returning to Quebec in 1907, he established
himself in the practice of his profession, in which he
has continued since then and in which he has become
very prominent. In the same year he was appointed
Professor of Pathology and Bacteriology and secre-
tary of the Medical Faculty of Laval University, as
well as head of the laboratory at the Quebec Hotel

Dieu. In these several capacities he has shown great
ability and has done valuable work, and he is still
the incumbent of the three posts. He is also Pro-
fessor of Medical History at Laval University. Dr.
Vallee likewise holds other positions of honour, being
president of the Committee of France Amerique of
Quebec, director for the Province of Quebec of the
Connaught Laboratories of the University of Toronto,
and member of the Superior Board of Health of the
Province, and of the Royal Society of Canada. To-
gether with Dr. Berger, he organized the Institute
of Pathological Anatomy at Laval. He is the author
of "Lessons of Biological Chemistry", of a volume
of "Causeries" and of "The Life of Michael Sar-
razin," which latter received the David Prize for
Canadian History in 1906 and a Prize from the
Academy of Medicine of Paris. He is also a frequent
contributor to the "Bulletin Medical de Quebec," the
"Journal of the Canadian Medical Association,"
"Canada Francais," and various Parisian Journals.
For many years he has been a keen student of the
history of the Province of Quebec, on which subject
he is considered an authority, and he has given many
lectures in Quebec, Montreal and Ottawa on histor-
ical topics and their relation to medicine. In his
mother's beautiful home, one of the oldest residences
in Quebec, which was built in 1640 and has been in
the possession of his family for over one hundred
and thirty years, he has assembled one of the finest
private collections of antiques and engravings in the
Province. He has also a very interesting collection
of rare old medical books and medals. He is a mem-
ber of the Historical Society of Quebec, the Institut
Canadien, the Association des Medicins de Langue
Francaise de l'Amerique du Nord, and Du Parler
Francais, of the last three of which he is a former
president. He has been honoured by having con-
ferred upon him several decorations and he is a Com-
mander of the Order of St. Gregory the Great, a
Chevalier of the Legion d'Honneur, and an Officer of
the French Academy.

Dr. Vallee married Maude Fraser, a daughter of
Malcolm and Diana (La Rue) Fraser. Mrs. Vallee
is a direct descendant of de Gaspe de Riviere du
Loup, famous Canadian author and patriot. Dr. and
Mrs. Vallee are the parents of nine children, Paule,
Andree, Arthur, Chauveau, Pierre, Marcelle, de
Gaspe, Maude and Jean Vallee, two of whom, Andree
and Maude, died a few years ago. The family resi-
dence is located at No. 22 St. Anne Street, Quebec.

JOSEPH ADELARD LEO DOYON—Operating
as an independent surveyor of eastern Quebec,
Joseph Adelard Leo Doyon has made a reputation
for himself as one of the best informed men in the
Province on the natural resources, as well as for a
high grade of citizenship and general attainments.
Inasmuch as all surveys of land in this Province
must be minutely reported to the Minister of Lands
and Forests, the benefit to the entire interested popu-
lation through private surveys is inestimable. Thus
has Mr. Doyon contributed enormously to the gen-
eral information regarding those still primeval dis-
tricts of the Gaspe and tributary regions, with the
potential result that settlement therein is but a ques-
tion of a comparatively brief time. Farming lands
and enormous timber territory are available to the
agriculturist and the lumberman, while the many
streams that have been surveyed are indicated as
to their power development and quantity of water
for purposes of lumbering or manufacture. Citizens
of this character are of great value and Mr. Doyon
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daughter of Captain Dudley Davis, who came from
New Hampshire to Stanstead in 1800 and was promi-
nent in military affairs of the time. Captain Davis'
second wife, the mother of Mrs. Gale, was Suzanna
(Chamberlain) Davis. George and Dorothy (Davis)
Gale had children as follows: 1. Albert G., born in
1848, died in infancy. 2. Adelbert H., born in 1854,
who grew to maturity with Francis Gilbert Gale, his
brother, and was later associated with him in busi-
ness. 3. Francis Gilbert, subject of this sketch. 4.
Flurella, born in 1858, died in early childhood.

The third child of his family, Francis G. Gale
received his first formal education in the "little red
schoolhouse" of his district, a short distance from
the farm home; and later he attended school at
Stanstead and at Hatley Academy, in East Hatley.
Throughout that period, his brother, Adelbert H.
Gale, was his constant companion; and when not at
school, the boys were busily engaged on the farm.
The brothers together entered Dartmouth College,
at Hanover, New Hampshire, and spent two happy
years, making due academic progress and enjoying
the college life for which this ancient New England
institution is so famous. At the end of those two
years, however, Adelbert's health made it necessary
for him to withdraw from college; but Francis, after
a year's absence, returned, and was graduated in
1876 with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. During
his college years, he formed friendships that lasted
through life; and often, in later years, enjoyed tell-
ing anecdotes of those days, and, whenever possible,
attended the quinquennial reunions of his class,
being present on the occasion of the fiftieth anni-
versary of graduation in 1926 when he had the
pleasure of meeting eighteen of his former class-
mates.

While he was at college, his father had been
advancing in the business world. While on a trip
to the eastern States for the purpose of selling
lumber, he conceived the idea of manufacturing
spring beds; and, inventively inclined, experimented
with his plan, making the first bed in 1873. The
first patent was issued in 1879. When the son
finished his college work, the beds were already
being made on a small scale in Stanstead; and
about the time he joined his father, his brother,
Adelbert Henry Gale, whose health had improved,
was able to help in the work, so that the three men
formed George Gale and Sons, the enterprise that
has since come to be so widely known. In 1880 it
was removed to Waterville, in Compton County, be-
cause of the excellent power facilities there. Steady
progress came thereafter. At first an old sawmill
was used as a manufactory, but in the second year
another building was added. In 1887 a large new
factory was built, of brick construction. As time
went on, George Gale left the management of the
business more and more in the hands of his sons,
spending his own time in devising improvements and
in projects subsidiary to the business. The manu-
facturing and financing branches of the work fell
to the lot of Francis Gale, his brother Adelbert
having been chiefly associated with the selling end.

Springs, beds, mattresses and specialties were
manufactured in ever increasing quantities for a
wider and wider market. One of the important
developments was the "Old Dominion" wire mat-
tress, or spring, evolved by George Gale, the first
of its kind on this continent. Francis G. Gale, in-
heriting his father's inventive genius, was granted,
on July 3, 1895, a patent on the "New Dominion
Wire Mattress"; and the "Cuban Wire Mattress"

and others that followed all became popular. George
Gale died suddenly, at Stanhope, Quebec, on January
26, 1892; but before that time, an English and for-
eign business had been developed, with factory and
office at Birmingham, England. In the fall of 1895
a foundry was added for the making of metallic
beds at Waterville, these having previously been im-
ported from England. On November 2, 1895, a separa-
tion of the business was agreed upon, F. G. Gale
retaining the Canadian branch and A. H. Gale tak-
ing the English and foreign business, and removing
to Birmingham, England. The Canadian business
expanded; and in 1914, when it was disposed of,
branches had been set up at Montreal, Toronto and
Winnipeg, these supplementing the Waterville plant,
which itself had increased in size until about three
hundred hands were employed.

Mr. Gale's son, Francis Gilbert Gale, Jr., died on
August 27, 1912, upon the eve of his entry into
McGill University; and the loss of him doubtless
contributed to the ill health of the father, which
made it imperative for him to cast aside business
cares. Disposing of the business, he and Mrs. Gale
spent a few months in California, where, aided by
the delightful climate, his health improved. Turning
his thoughts once more to constructive channels, he
returned home, and began the development of farm
properties, building capacious modern barns on
properties already acquired, improving the land, and
stocking the premises with pure-bred Jersey cows
personally purchased by him. So began the famous
"Grayburn" Jersey herd, more than two hundred
head in number, said to be the highest producing
herd of Jersey cattle in the British Empire, con-
taining many famous animals of Mr. Gale's own
breeding. He also carried on experimental work
with the manufacture of bedsteads along new lines;
and his two projects kept him occupied until his
death, on November 18, 1927, after a brief illness
from pneumonia, in his seventy-third year.

Quite aside from his activities as enumerated
above, Mr. Gale was prominent in civic, social and
organizational work in the Eastern Townships. A
Congregationalist in his religious belief, he was
affiliated with the Waterville parish, later the United
Church of Canada; and he took a personal part in
the erection of the present attractive edifice of the
church, giving freely of both time and means. He
also was interested in the building of the school in
Waterville, seeing it develop from a country insti-
tution with one teacher to a high school with five
teachers. He strove always to improve Waterville
and make it more attractive; and his ideals were
worthy ones. He liked the finest and the best things
in life, and ever found enjoyment and respite from
business cares in his home and among the members
of his family and books. He was a diligent reader,
who kept in close touch with topics of the day, and
whose home was rich in good literature. His political
alignment was with the Liberal Party, though he
never sought public office. He was a loyal follower
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, as was his father. He main-
tained his home, "Loch Gael", in Waterville, though
he often spent winters in the South for his health;
and in his residence he entertained many notable
people, who enjoyed the hospitality afforded them
here.

Francis G. Gale married, on December 31, 1885,
Olivia Iola Laberee, the ceremony having taken place
at the home of her parents, Benjamin Rice and Mary
Jane (Wakefield) Laberee, on Jordan Hill, in the
township of Eaton. Mrs. Gale's father spent his



ADDENDA QUEBEC
* Aylmer, Mrs. Louisa Blanche Fannie (Howe), page 719—Since this biography went to press,

Mrs. Aylmer passed away, May 28, 1932.

BIOGRAPHICAL INDEX—VOLUMES III, IV AND V.
The Historical Index covering Vols. I and II may be found at the end of Vol. II.
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