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ABOUT THIS CD:

The Book:

This is a magazine style news publication which styles itself as "An illustrated weekly journal for all interested in the Domin-
ion." As you might expect it contains articles about the events in the news both at a national and at a provincial level, including, for
instance, the "Investment Supplement."

What raises this bound set of issues out of the ordinary is that about half of the content is reporting on the progress of the Great
War in Europe from a Canadian perspective. Usually the front page and the "centre fold" spread are completely devoted to pictures of
serving Canadians while other pictures "from the front" and portraits of individuals mentioned, are scattered throughout the remainder
of the issue. Articles report the progress of the various campaigns while others single out individual Canadian units for examined in
detail. Serialized features include "Letters from the Front," which gives us the individual perspective of a few of those intimately in-
volved in the fighting, and "A Company Officer's Experience,” which is a personal account of one man's experiences.

From a purely genealogical perspective perhaps the most interesting portions of each issue are the lists of casualties and com-
missions. Of course the predominance of the reporting concerns "Officers" but most of the issues also devote the appropriate space to
"NCO's and Men." Each issue also contains a section reporting births, marriages and deaths in Canada, and a "Purely Personal” sec-
tion which is packed with snippets reporting the events in the lives of Canadians, both enlisted and civilian. Of course the exact con-
tent of each issue varies to accommaodate the events to be reported, but for anyone interested in the Great War, or indeed in the events
here in Canada during this particular period, here is a wonderful, contemporary, window on Canada's view of the events taking place
during this critical period.

Publication Quality:

Published in London, England, throughout the course of the Great War, this bound set of issues is printed on a variety of papers
ranging from very “yellow” newspaper stock to high quality, glossy, white paper normally reserved for the reproduction of photo-
graphic images. Several types of paper stock were often used within the same issue. In viewing the page images provided on this CD
this variation in background may be evident although we have done our best to minimize its effect.

Throughout the pages numerous references will be found to the shortage of paper and the need for economy in printing. The
two most obvious results of this economy, other than the variety of papers, was the use of very small type when printing, for instance,
lists of casualties, or missing, NCOs and Men. When this small font was combined with the dark paper the Optical Character Recog-
nition (OCR) used to make this book searchable was not able to achieve the level of accuracy which we normally expect.

The other most obvious result of the paper economy is that printing is carried much closer to the page edge that is normal. In
processing the page images for this CD we have slightly enlarged the pages and, as usual, suppressed the image of the page edge but
in some cases the printing of picture captions was already off the bottom edge of the presented page. The images of pages provided
here contain ALL of the information available in the book. None has been deleted by our production processes.

Page Numbering:

Despite this being a weekly publication page numbering continues from one issue to the next. Or rather it does so with some
reservations:

There are actually two sequences of page numbers within this bound set. The first page in the 1st April issue is numbered page
1 and this sequence continues through the last page in the 24th June issue (p382.) The first page of the 1st July issue is also numbered
page 1, and this second sequence continues to the end of the book. The last page of the 26th August issue is page 264, again.

To make each page number in this CD unique we have introduced a “1-” prefix to the first sequence and an “2-” prefix to the
second. In order to fit this book to just 2 CDs we have been forced to place the April, May and first two weeks of June on CD1 while
the last two weeks of June and the months of July and August are on CD2. As a result all pages recorded on CD1 are in the “1-" prefix
while CD2 has a mixture of “1-" and “2-" prefixes. Please ensure the correct prefix is added to a page number when instructing
“Reader” to go to a particular page, or when making notes.

Finally, there appears to be a page missing between some weekly issues. This shows up as the absence of two page numbers.
A close inspection showed no evidence that these pages were ever present in the book nor does the list of contents ever call out an
item in a missing page. At first we thought the missing page numbers were to account for a “wrapper” used when mailing copies of
the publication to subscribers. But this does no explain why the page numbering continues without interval between some issues. We
are at a loss to explain this anomaly so have simply placed “Page Missing” notices in the appropriate places to regularize the page
numbering sequences in this CD version.

Missing Issue:

While investigating the paging anomalies described above we discovered that the issue for the 22nd April had been carefully
removed from the binding. So carefully that it was only evident from a very careful examination of the binding once the missing page
numbers had been noticed.

Because we believe the information contained in the remaining issues is very useful in its own right we have decided to go
ahead with the publication without this one issue, but at a reduced price. We will be making efforts to obtain a copy of the missing
issue and once we have obtained it we will post a notice on our web site’s “Downloads” page making it available for free download.
As the holder of this CD you will also be entitled to receive a revised CD which will include the missing issue for just a nominal fee -
to cover materials and postage. If you wish to enquire about receiving a replacement CD please contact us by e-mail at:

Books@ArchiveCDBooks.ca once you have seen the notification of availability of the missing issue.
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